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In wake of a $30.6 mil-
lion fine the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection imposed against
ETC Northeast Pipeline,
the department has paved
the way to allow pipeline
builder Energy Transfer to
resume horizontal direc-
tional drilling for parts of
the Sunoco Mariner East
pipeline.
In approximately nine ar-

eas of Chester County and
three in Delaware County,
work was stopped about a

year ago. This is not a one-
time fix, but an action that
will be ongoing for several
months. Several other areas
of local pipe building were
not affected by the year old
ruling.
ETC is a subsidiary of En-

ergy Transfer Partners, and
Sunoco Pipeline is part of
ETP.
The local pipeline build-

ers will notify the DEP
when and where it is going
to drill for a “field presence”
and DEP agents to monitor
progress.
The stoppage was

sparked by a Sept. 10, 2018
Beaver County, Revolu-

tion pipeline explosion and
fire, which is not part of
the Mariner East pipeline.
The explosion and fire de-
stroyed a home, car and sev-
eral acres of forest. No one
was hurt.
“ETC has demonstrated

its intention to correct its
unlawful conduct to DEP’s
satisfaction; therefore, DEP
will lift the nearly year-long
permit bar currently in
place, reads a Jan. 3 DEP
press release. “This will al-
low DEP to issue, over time,
approvable horizontal di-
rectional drilling (HDD) re-
evaluations to enable HDD
or other more appropriate

methods to be completed on
the project.”
The $30.6 million pen-

alty is one of the largest
civil penalties collected in
a single settlement.
“ETC’s lack of oversight

during construction of the
Revolution Pipeline and
their failure to comply with
DEP’s October 2018 compli-
ance order demanded seri-
ous accountability, DEP
Secretary Patrick McDon-
nell said. “Their inaction
led directly to this unprec-
edented civil penalty.
“DEP is committed to

holding permittees ac-
countable for permit com-
pliance and will con-
tinue to provide active
and stringent oversight
over the construction of
their projects. Permittees
are obligated to ensure

that their projects are con-
structed without incident
and in full compliance with
permits. If a permittee fails
to do so, they will be held
accountable.”
As part of the Consent

Order and Agreement be-
tween DEP and ETC, $28.6
million will go to the Oil
and Gas Program Fund and
Clean Water Fund.
Revenue will add to the

department’s oversight of
oil and gas development
statewide, including pipe-
line projects, and will also
provide financial assistance
to water remediation proj-
ects across the state, reads
the release. “An additional
$2 million will go toward
a DEP-approved commu-
nity environmental project
or projects that will benefit
Pennsylvania’s environment

and the waters of the com-
monwealth.”
“The Clean Streams Law

permit bar, issued in Febru-
ary, was the broadest and
longest bar to have been
placed on any company in
Pennsylvania,” reads the re-
lease.
“DEP will continue to

carefully monitor ETC’s ac-
tivities to ensure that ETC
meets the terms of this
agreement and all approved
permits,” McDonnell said.
“The conditions imposed by
this agreement seek to en-
sure that ETC will get this
right. Anything less is un-
acceptable.”
Lisa Coleman is a spokes-

person for Sunoco/ET and
released the following state-
ment Monday: “We are
pleased to have reached an
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UPPER DARBY » A state-mandated hear-
ing for Upper Darby School District’s plan
to shore up an elementary school will be
conducted Tuesday night.
Official testimony will be taken during

an Act 34 hearing for the district’s $27.2
million project to renovate a portion of
the existing Aronimink Elementary School
building and to build a 36,000 square-
foot addition. The project will increase
the number of classrooms from 15 to 34
and bump the student enrollment from ap-
proximately 250 to 700 and include a new
full-size gymnasium for youth sports and
neighborhood events.
A number of community meetings have

been held since the summer to solicit in-
formation about the plan.
Tuesday’s hearing will be the latest step

in the planning process after the district
has hosted a number of meetings in the
community about this project. The district
secured a zoning variance last month from
the Upper Darby Zoning Hearing Board
pertaining to the height of the addition be-
ing taller than allowed for that R-1 zoned
district (approximately 50 feet to the max-
imum 35 feet).

Aronimink is one of three large scale
capital projects the district is proposing
to ease overcrowding in district elemen-
tary and middle schools and to bring stu-
dents from Walter M. Senkow students
back into the district (almost 300 of them
are bused daily to a leased school build-
ing in Glenolden from the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia). A portion of the school
building houses administrative offices
which are expected to move to a rented
office in the Drexel Hill postal section of
Havertown about one mile away from the
school.
The state’s Act 34 of 1973 requires that

a public hearing be held on all new con-
struction and substantial additions for
certain class school districts. A building
addition is considered substantial when
the new architectural area divided by the
existing structure’s architectural area is
greater than 20 percent.
Aronimink Elementary will host the

hearing at 7 p.m. and it is open to the
public. Persons wishing to speak at the
meeting will be asked to sign in and will
be limited to five minutes when their
named is called. Written testimony on
the project will be accepted by school
board Secretary Craig Rogers until 4
p.m. on Feb. 6.
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